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The Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) is
an autonomous university-level ingtitution dedicated to the
generation, acquisition, and propagation of knowledge about
Economics and other socia science fields, with a special focus
on Pakistan. Although the emphases have changed from time to
time, its underlying commitment since its inception in 1957 has
been to produce high-quality research for educational and policy
purposes. The Golden Jubilee of PIDE also marks the coming of
age of this centre of excellence.

PIDE has fulfilled many educationa and research
requirements of the country and served as a knowledge resource
for the government, private sector organisations, and the
academic community in Pakistan and abroad. It maintains
contacts with all those interested in devel opment problems, but is
in no way bound by the revealed preferences of its clients. All
through, the Institute has pursued academic excellence without
hesitating to express dissent when necessary. We combine
autonomy of the individual with organisational discipline, and
PIDE's programmes of research and teaching present variety in
terms of the fields covered. Underlying this variety is a thematic
unity of purpose, i.e., to promote interest in Economics and other
social sciences with special reference to Pakistan.

The following pages provide a glimpse of the happenings at
the Institute, its organisational structure, its research outreach at
home and abroad, its educational programmes, and also the men
and women working silently and diligently to respond creatively
to the challenge of development.

Rashid Amjad
Vice-Chancellor
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PI DE: Evolution of the Institute

Our Motto
Soirit of Free Inquiry

Mission
Our endeavour is to develop a national
research agenda and dialogue incorporating
global knowledge and standards. The
advanced education and training imparted at

PIDE will provide for the professional needs
of the present and the future.



Historical Background

The Ingtitute of Development Economics was established in
1957 in Karachi as an autonomous organisation to conduct research on
national and international problems of economic development. The
Institute was headed by well-known American and Canadian
economists, Professor Emile Despres and Professor Irving Brecher,
with Dr Gustav Ranis, Dr Henry J. Bruton, Dr Richard C. Porter, Dr
Karol J. Krotki, and Dr C. Beringer as research advisers. The Institute
was officialy given the status of an autonomous research organisation
by the Government of Pakistan in 1964, and it was renamed as the
Pakistan Ingtitute of Development Economics (PIDE). During the same
year, its management was transferred to Pakistani professionals and
Professor Nurul Islam became PIDE’ s first Pakistani Director. In 1970,
the Ingtitute relocated to Dhaka, leaving behind a very small office in
Karachi. Only a year later, with the separation of East and West
Pakistan, PIDE lost all its senior professionals, the entire library, and
amost al research aids and office equipment. Early in 1972, the
Karachi office shifted to Islamabad and was located at the Quaid-i-
Azam University Campus. Dr S. M. Naseem was given charge of
Acting Director until Mr M. L. Qureshi was selected as the first
Director of the new PIDE. Subsequently, Professor Syed Nawab Haider
Nagvi, Dr Sarfraz Khan Qureshi, Dr A. R. Kemal, and Dr Nadeem Ul
Hague were appointed as Director. In 2006, PIDE was granted the
degree-awarding status by the Government of Pakistan. Dr Nadeem Ul
Hague was appointed asits first Vice-Chancellor. He was succeeded by
Dr Rashid Amjad, the present Vice-Chancellor, in 2007.



Education at PIDE

The educational structure of the Institute is fast expanding. It
conducts educational programmes up to the PhD level. Apart from the
Research Divisions, where research is the main focus, four
Departments now have strong postgraduate degree programmes.

Department of Economics

PIDE redised early the importance of extending knowledge of
Economics in an appropriate academic environment. The PhD Programme
in Economics is well-established. Indeed, with a high placement rating, our
graduates regularly find employment in the best teaching and policy-
making ingtitutions in Pakistan. It is now introducing the MSc in
Economics to provide advanced training in economic anaysis. The
programme offers a wide range of optional areas within the subject. They
may study particular areas of economics in greater depth, from both a
theoretical and an empirical perspective. The Department of Economics
consists of senior faculty members. Several members of the Department
also serve as advisers to various government agencies or multilateral/
bilateral organisations.

Department of Econometrics and Statistics

The Department of Econometrics and Statistics offers the M Sc degree
in Econometrics and Stetidtics. It is a new and emerging discipline in
Pakistan, providing for an emphasis on the application of econometrics and
datistics to policy issues and empirica questions. The MSc in Econometrics
and Stetigtics @ PIDE ams to provide advanced ingtruction and rigorous
training in econometric theories and the relevant atistical methods. These
include basic econometric theory, goplied econometrics, probability theory,
datisica methods, sampling, time series anadysis, financia econometrics,
and micro econometrics.

This programme is for students having a Bachdor's degree in
Saidics or Mathematics. Career prospects with a Magter's degree in
Econometrics and Statidtics are diverse and excdlent. Graduates will find
employment in research depatments, the financial sector, teaching
inditutions, and business organisions as marketing anadyds,
econometricians, and statisticians. The programme also prepares students for
admission to the PhD programme.



