
Outcome Based 
Single National 
Curriculum

After the 18th Amendment provinces have the autonomy to de-
sign the curricula for schools to meet the appropriate needs and 
learners’ requirements. The federal government with the consent 
of provinces has implemented a Single National Curriculum all over 
Pakistan.  The educationist and other professionals have different 
opinions for SNC.
 
We have to understand the difference between curriculum, course, 
syllabus, and textbook.

Nadeem Khan & Ahsan Satti

The curriculum is one of the most important components of the education process. The whole education 
system revolves; What? Why? and How? The whole classroom activities and the entire school activities are 
based on the curriculum. Course and syllabus are subsets of the curriculum e.g. the course of math contains 
set theory, algebra, and geometry, and the syllabus comprises of the topics of subjects which to be tough in 
a particular school. Whereas, textbooks are particular books that include syllabus. There can be a number of 
books that comprise the respective syllabus. 

The SNC is based on the general framework for the education system and gives a broader guideline for the 
national education system. The textbook boards are responsible to develop and publish textbooks under the 
umbrella of SNC. The last curriculum was developed and implemented in 2006. The 2006 curriculum was de-
veloped without much involvement of all provinces and another stakeholder such as madrassahs and other 
institutions. 
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The key components of SNC include vision of Pakistan by Allama Iqbal and Quaid-e-Azam, Quran and Sunnah 
teachings, new national and international development, and the latest trends in education. The idea of SNC 
is all educational institutions, public, private and seminaries/ madrassahs have the same or similar outcomes. 

The educationists are satisfied with the content of the SNC curriculum and methodology but what about the 
teachers. We have a good number of teachers in private schools who can teach and adopt the new pedagogy 
of SNC but the majority of public schools and madrassahs teachers cannot adopt it in the true sense.

The participation, competency, and willingness of teachers are the key factors to implement SNC successfully. 
The SNC is an outcome-based curriculum and needs the latest and new teaching pedagogy. Our teachers do 
not have enough capacity to deliver according to new pedagogy and handle outcomes-based syllabus. The 
outcome-based curriculum demands not only expertise in content but personality development and other 
good teacher qualities are required. Today, the biggest challenge of the world is unemployment and we are 
also phasing it. The world education systems are working to develop a curriculum that produces entrepreneurs, 
not job seekers. The SNC also includes entrepreneurship in the 5th class syllabus, but present teachers do not 
have such capacity to handle entrepreneurship concepts and skills.

Outcome-based education is a model of education that rejects the traditional focus on what the school pro-
vides to students, in favor of making students demonstrate that they “know and are able to do” whatever the 
required outcomes are. OBE reforms emphasize setting clear standards for observable, measurable outcomes.

The following step may be taken for the successful implementation of OBE-SNC.

1. Sharing Program Learning Objective (PLO) and Course Learning Objectives (CLO) with all stakeholders like 
institutional heads, teachers, and students or parents. The PLOs and CLOs should be simple and achievable,

2. Introduce teachers’ capacity building program; technology can play a vital role to access the majority of the 
teachers for training. The training mobile apps, online short training videos, and TV channels can be used,

3. Adopting appropriate educational strategies,
4. Making the learning opportunities available,
5. Monitoring student progression through the course,
6. Monitoring and optimizing the educational environment.

The SNC is an essential move for education system but the proper implementation is important to achieve the 
goals of that move.
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